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ARF REPORTS ON A
YEAR OF PROGRESS

Like to find out MORE
about ARF?

• Visit our website –
www.roads.org.au 
or

• Call the Executive
Director, Ian Webb,
on (03) 9821 5255.

ARF ROAD NEWS

ARF
National
Council

Members

2004 PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Defining a new vision for the ARF 

It is now a little more than 12
months since it was decided to
review the vision of the ARF
shortly after celebrating its first 50
years. The then current small core
of national members were asked
to provide additional support to
this effort and to take part in the
strategic review and search for a
new Executive Director following
the retirement of Kay Thorne. We
set a target of redefining the
vision and way forward as well as
d o u b l i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l
membership within 12 months.

We appointed a new Executive
Director, Ian Webb, in December
of 2003 and have since redefined
and enlarged our purpose beyond
that initial first stage and engaged
the industry and government in a
task force process that has
i n v o l v e d  3 5  c o m p a n i e s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d
industry organisations. 

We are now on track to launch
the Australian Road Forum at the
ARF Road Summit in March next
year. 

Membership 

Membership of the National
Council has increased by 218% -

from 11 members to 24 at the
time of writing this report. It is
expected that by the time this
report is tabled, the membership
will have grown still further. 

This result is at the upper end of
the Board’s planning expectations
and exceeds the promise made to
the National Council when we
embarked on this new direction in
the middle of 2003. 

The National Council now
represents a very diverse cross
section of the industry and is well
positioned as the embryo of the
new national body. 

The  genera l  membersh ip
(mainly local governments)
continued to be affected by the
new industry patterns as local
governments outsource their
roadwork. As a result the general
membership declined to 28
members. This is to be expected to
some extent as ARF repositions
itself to represent a new national
constituency at peak industry
level. 

Communications 

One of the issues that were
addressed early in the process
was the need to increase the effec-
t i v e n e s s  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f
communicat ions  with both
internal and external stake-
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holders. The website has been restruc-
tured and now provides lots of relevant
information, links and is kept up to date
on a weekly basis. It has become an

important industry resource and is well
patronized as evidenced by the counts of
visits to the site.

ARF appointed the Roads Magazine as its
official publication. Road News now
appears in each issue as a special
supplement. We would like to thank
Roads Magazine for the support which it
has given to the ARF and the peak body
initiative. 

The Executive Director has provided a
constant targeted stream of communi-
cation updates to the membership

including activities that engage and
involve the membership.

Activities 

A key purpose of the ARF is to provide
quality networking activities and oppor-
tuni t i es  fo r  debate  exchange  o f
information on topics relevant to Road
Industry. 

Successful industry lunches and
workshops have been held in Brisbane,
Sydney, and Melbourne that have estab-
lished ARF events as a focal point for
industry. ARF events during the year
were attended by representatives of more
than 117 companies,  government
agencies and associations. Guests
included federal ministers, and state
ministers from Queensland, NSW and
Victoria. This represents a quantum leap
in both the numbers, diversity and atten-

ARF ROAD NEWS

NEW ARF MEMBERS
ALGA 

The Australian Local Government
Association (ALGA) is the national voice
of local government, representing 675
councils across the country. ALGA is
constituted as a federation of the peak
state  and NT Loca l  Government
Associations and the ACT Government. 

ALGA is a full member of the Council
of Australian Governments (COAG). Key
activities include representation of local
government on national bodies and
ministerial councils, providing submis-
sions to government and parliamentary
inquiries, raising the profile and concerns
of local government at the national level
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r u m s  f o r  l o c a l
government to guide the development of
national local government policies.

Further information on ALGA is available at
www.alga.asn.au 

Baulderstone Hornibrook

Baulderstone Hornibrook are one of the
largest integrated engineering, building
and service providers in Australia, with
diverse operations across building, civil,
engineering,  services and capital
solutions.

Baulderstone Hornibrook provides
clients with one of the most experienced
and comprehensive civil engineering
services in Australia. Our capabilities
encompass construct only, design and
construct ,  des ign,  construct  and
maintain, build, own, operate and
transfer and maintain. 

Our civil engineering works include:
• Transport infrastructure 
• Bridges/structures 
• Tunnels 
• Dams 
• Water and wastewater 
• Marine works 
• Resource infrastructure 
• Pipelines.

Our competitive edge lies in our strong
safety record, our commitment to sound
environmental management, our proven
success in engaging with the local
community, and our reliable and
consistent delivery of service excellence.
The strong relationship we hold with our
global parent, Bilfinger Berger, ensures
we have access to the latest technology
and a broad range of specialist skills to
successfully complete any type of project.

Our portfolio includes many Australian
landmarks such as the Sydney Opera
House, Brisbane’s Story Bridge, Sydney’s
Anzac Bridge and the M5 East project,
which boasts the longest road tunnel in
Australia. Our experienced team are now
working on the Cross City Tunnel in

Sydney, in partnership with Bilfinger
Berger. 

www.bh.com.au

Cement, Concrete & Aggregates
Australia 

Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia
(CCAA) is the peak body representing the
interests of Australia’s six billion dollar
cement ,  pre-mixed concrete  and
extractive (quarrying) industries. CCAA is
a not-for-profit organisation.

CCAA is recognised as the leading
provider of technical infomation to the
Australian construction industry. CCAA
represents its member companies’
interests in market development,
government relations, and operational
and technical development matters
including research, codes and standards,
and the environment.

www.concrete.net.au

Durham

The B.R. Durham & Sons Factory, conve-
niently located in Mulgrave’sheavy
industrial area on the fringe of Sydney’s
Metropolitan area, is easily accessible by
main arterial roads and fast electrical rail
service.
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Our company specializes in the
production of cast iron, ductile iron,
galvanised mild steel and reinforced pre-
cast concrete drainage & sewer products.

B.R. Durham & Sos have a wide range
of products available ranging from
Pedestrian Traffic (Class A), to Airports
taxiway requirements (Class E, F, G).

U n d e r  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  s t a b l e
management of the Durham family, our
company is proud of its reputation as ‘The
Grate King’, covering all your needs.

Established in 1950, our progressive
company has embraced a policy of rigid
adherence to a deeply entrenched code of
business ethics. As a result the company
is highly regarded by Government
Authorit ies  and members of  the
Construction Industry.

B.R. Durham & Sons has by continually
observing basic business principles of
Integrity, Quality and Service’, developed
a sound client base which includes
Government Authorities, Construction
Contractors ,  P lumbers ,  Bui lders ,
Drainers,  Hardware retai lers and
prominent suppliers to major projects.

A supplier of third-party accredited
certified products to Australian Standards
AS 3996:1992, AS/NZS 4198:1994 and BS
750:1984.

www.durham.com.au

Maunsell

For nearly 50 years, Maunsell has
provided technical and professional

consulting expertise to clients throughout
the United Kingdom, Australia New
Zealand, Asia and the Middle East.

We know that sustainable solutions
combine environmental, social and
business needs. To achieve this balance,
we apply the expertise and commitment
of our engineers, architects, planners,
economists, scientists and managers.

And, as part of our AECOM’s global
family of leading infrastructure and
engineering specialist companies, we can
rapidly mobilise world-class teams to
tackle every aspect of your project.

We provide integrated specialist
expertise in virtually every aspect of
design, project delivery and facilities
management in such diverse fields as:

• Land, sea and air transportation 

• Hydro and geothermal power gener-
ation, transmission and distribution 

• Mining and heavy industry 

• Natural resource management and
rehabilitation 

• Buildings, infrastructure construction
and management

www.maunsell.com.au

Parsons Brinkerhoff

PB offers total project delivery—from
planning, engineering, and environ-
menta l  s e rv i ces ,  t o  p ro j ec t  and
construction management. They have a
700-strong team of professionals around
Australia who are committed to deliv-
ering outstanding client outcomes on

time—a commitment backed up by
technical knowledge-exchange and
resource-sharing between PB’s 9,000 staff
worldwide.

PB is currently engaged on three
important transport projects in Australia:
the  Mitcham Frankston pro jec t ,
Parramatta Rail Link, and Lane Cove
Tunnel.

www.pb.com.au

Skilled

A national workforce services company
built on a passion for providing superior
service with the very best people and a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e
community. 

SKILLED has 40 years of experience
and excellence in Workforce solutions.
We have developed a team of dedicated,
highly qualified people producing excep-
tional results for clients across Australia
and New Zealand. 

By delivering specialist workforce
solutions, SKILLED is committed to
helping clients become more productive
through better use of one of its greatest
assets - people. 

SKILLED’s workforce management,
training and apprenticeship, OH&S and
IR expertise provide clients with flexi-
bil ity,  risk management, reduced
workforce related costs and ultimately -
productivity improvements.

www.skilled.com.au

dance levels of activities and we can
expect a further ramping up in this area
in the coming year.

Apart from the general lunches we
have held two single table functions
involving less than 25 members and
guests on each occasion and that
provided a more intimate exchange of
ideas on topics relevant at the time.
Guests were Ian Campbell and Max
Moore-Wilton respectively.  These
lunches were well received by those who
attended and we will seek to increase
these opportunities for members in the
coming year. 

We express our particular thanks to
Queensland Main Roads, Readymix,
MIG, ARRB Transport Research, Boral ,
Pioneer Road Services, RTA NSW and
Transurban who sponsored ARF events
during the year. We also thank Rachael

Rooney who did such a marvellous job in
planning, promoting and organising the
events behind the scenes. 

We thank the John Shaw winners for
their help in agreeing to come together as
a group to support the ARF in important
and active ways. We have initiated the
first steps in forming the John Shaw
F o u n d a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  p r o m o t e
postgraduate  educat ion in  Road
Engineering related fields in Australia.
This will provide further recognition of

both the John Shaw Award and the
proposed Foundation. The current John
Shaw winners have also provided the
selection panel to adjudicate on current
John Shaw Award nominees for this year
and we expect to again make that award
at a special John Shaw dinner in
conjunction with the Road Summit in
March 2005

I would like to personally thank our
Executive Director, Ian Webb for his
efforts and initiative in leading the ARF
and achieving the development so far.
Finally, I would like to thank the
members for giving active support to the
ARF and participation in the rebuilding
and development of the vision and activ-
ities that implement this new vision.

Ray Fisher 
President 
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Now considered the annual summit for
Australia’s road industry, the 2005
summit will be even bigger!

This strategic senior level event will
focus on the key issues in the devel-
opment and use of roads infrastructure,
the requirement of establishing a
national peak body and include presen-
tations from Government organisations,
infrastructure owners, freight companies,
public transport, investors, and road user
organisations.

Topics to be covered will include:

• Federal Government transport policy
and 

• AusLink

• Requirements and benefits of a
national peak body for the roads
industry

• State Government update 

• Infrastructure and project funding

• Public Private Partnerships

• Infrastructure investment

• Road pricing and economics

• Tolling and congestion charging

• Roll of the private sector

• Road user perspectives

• Public transport perspective

• Environmental issues

• Intermodal transport facilities

• Integrated transport networks

• Transport technology and ITS

Further details are available on the
Australian Road Federation website at:
www.roads.org.au

For information on promotional opportu-
nities such as sponsorship or exhibition booths
call Blandina MacFarland on: 02 9977 4403.

To register for the Australian Roads Summit
2005 or to receive a full conference brochure,
Simply photo copy the coupon below and
forward to ARF Road Summit on Fax 02 9922
5261, or mail to PO Box 634, Crows Nest NSW
1585. You can also register online at
www.roads.or.au For further information
contact Anthony Sprange on Phone 02 9922
5609. 

AUSTRALIAN ROADS SUMMIT 2005

Building the future of Australia’s Roads
Brisbane Conference and Exhibition Centre

22 & 23 March 2005

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Job Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ______________________________________________    E-mail: ____________________________________________________

❑ Please reserve my place at the Australian Roads Summit at the pre-brochure registration fee of $895 (+GST)

❑ Please send me a conference brochure

❑ Please send me information on sponsorship, exhibition or promotional opportunities

BOOK EARLY
This summit was booked out in
2004

Why pay more?

Book to attend this two day
event now at the pre-brochure
fee of just $895 (+GST). 

Simply register before close of
business Friday 14th January
2005 to qualify for this discount.

Register 3 delegates and
a 4th delegate can attend
FREE!


